
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 3 June 2004] 

 p3472a-3474a 
Hon Frank Hough; Hon Kim Chance; Hon Norman Moore 

 [1] 

COUNTRY LABOR (WA) 
Statement 

HON FRANK HOUGH (Agricultural) [5.53 pm]:  I will not take a great deal of time.  I was sitting in my office 
with Hon John Fischer when I looked at the TV monitor and thought I was watching The Comedy Company.  I 
watched for a while to see whether I was listening to humour.  However, Hon Adele Farina, who was talking, did 
not smile at all; she was serious.  I was waiting for the punchline, which I thought would be rather funny.  
Country Labor!  Can members imagine a bus load of 13 people driving around the country calling themselves 
Country Labor?  I believe they went through the Avon Valley looking for Beverley, but they found that she was 
not home, so they kept driving!  Country Labor!  Then they got bogged in Leederville heading for the little town 
of Wembley!  Mr President, this is funny - Country Labor!  They were like a bus load of Kamikaze pilots driving 
around the country to the eight electorates that they intended to get rid of; 13 members lost in the country 
somewhere.  Country Labor (WA) might just as well sing, “Oh yes, we’re the great pretenders”.  It is great to 
have humour in Parliament, especially late in the evening.  I appreciate the break from the television program.  It 
took Hon John Fischer and me about 10 minutes to pull ourselves together, get the stupid smiles off our faces 
and look at Country Labor.  I did not hear the name of Hon Kim Chance mentioned as being among the 13 
members of that group.  It would have been a sight for sore eyes to have seen that bus load of tourists.  Did they 
have global positioning satellites and were they able to find the towns?  Did they have a meeting in Baandee?  
One person still lives in Baandee, so they would have had a full house - the whole of the bloke would have been 
there.  We were deprived of seeing this comedy company driving around the countryside like a bunch of galahs 
saying, “We are Country Labor and we are looking for country towns - yo-ho-ho.”  What a joke.  I love humour.  
I have been a member of this place for three years and this is the best humour I have witnessed for a while.  
“We’re Country Labor.  We’re here to save you.  We’ll take eight electorates off you with one vote, one value, 
but we’re here to help you.  How can we help you?”  Country Labor can help by keeping out of country 
electorates, going back to the city and driving around Wembley and Leederville where its supporters live.  I will 
go home tonight with a smile on my face because I feel so happy.  This has been humorous.  Hon Adele Farina 
has made my day. 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [5.58 pm]:  I cannot sit here and ignore that, as it 
comes from a party that does not have a party any more; a party that could not get its act together well enough to 
be able to sit for more than three years as a party.  It first lost one member and then lost the other two.  These are 
the people who posed as those who would take over from the National Party in the bush.  Certainly the National 
Party is in advanced decline.  It took another step in that decline when it formed a coalition with the Liberal 
Party.   

I want members to think of a map of Western Australia and to draw the electorates on that map.  They might get 
their crayons out.   

Hon John Fischer:  Does that include the eight you will disband? 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Yes, include those.  They could pick red for the Labor Party, green for the National Party 
and blue for the Liberal Party, which are our usual colours.  What they will get when they colour in all those 
electorates is a map that shows that the country is red.  Labor and one ex-Labor Independent cover the vast bulk 
of this State.   

Hon John Fischer:  I do not know which Labor Independents you are talking about, but the Labor Independents I 
can think of certainly are not pushing the Labor Party. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Let us start with the Kimberley region, which occupies such a huge part of this State and 
contains huge numbers of voters, unlike most country electorates.  Carol Martin is the member for Kimberley.  
She looks pretty much like a country girl to me.  The next electorate is the Pilbara.  Hon Tom Stephens will 
shortly be representing the Pilbara.  It is true that he originally came from Sydney, but he is an old hand in the 
Kimberley and knows the Kimberley as well as anybody does. 

Hon John Fischer: You’re right: he’s an old hand.  He’s as good an old stager as I’ve come across.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  He is that, too.  Sometimes that is needed to win a seat like the Pilbara.  Moving down 
from the Pilbara, Fred Riebeling represents Burrup.  I have not come across One Nation or the Liberal Party so 
far, and the Nats are not run into until one reaches areas with two electors and 15 sheep.  They are found in the 
wheatbelt. 

Hon John Fischer:  Don’t knock the chooks!  



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Thursday, 3 June 2004] 

 p3472a-3474a 
Hon Frank Hough; Hon Kim Chance; Hon Norman Moore 

 [2] 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  I was not counting chooks.  Do members get my drift?  The country is by and large 
represented by people who not only know the country very well, but also are members of the Australian Labor 
Party.  We want to do better.   

If members opposite get enjoyment from having a little fun, that is good - I enjoy it, too.  However, members 
opposite should not say that the Labor Party does not have a strong country base.  It does.  The Labor Party 
understands the country very well.   

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral - Leader of the Opposition) [6.02 pm]:  Tonight has been a 
very humorous occasion.  It started off with Hon Adele Farina with one of the most humorous speeches I have 
heard for a long time.  She did not have a hint of a smile on her face when talking about Country Labor.  I must 
give her credit for not being vaguely embarrassed.  Hon Frank Hough then made one of the great speeches of all 
time.  It was very amusing.  He said that Labor members went to the bush to try to find Beverley, and she was 
not home!  It was very good indeed.  The Leader of the House told us that the colour of the Western Australian 
electoral map is red.  He is probably right.  Vast areas of Western Australia are covered by a few seats.   

Hon Kim Chance:  So you’re only country if you’re near Perth! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Not at all.   

Hon Kim Chance:  It is only a country seat if it’s Avon or a half-hour drive from Perth.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  No.  The seats in the remote part of the State are very big indeed.  If the State were 
coloured as the member suggested, it would look red, but, regrettable, not contain many people.  If the map were 
coloured based on the eight seats members opposite would take away when they get a chance, there would be 
even more red on the map.   

Hon Kim Chance:  We will return to democracy.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Democracy!  The extent to which the Leader of the House believes people in the 
country want him to take away their representation defies belief.  What are members opposite saying on their bus 
tours?  “We think you’re lovely people and make a great contribution to Western Australia, but we don’t think 
you need that representation.”  

Hon Kim Chance:  We say that we think you deserve democracy.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Members opposite say to country people that their version of democracy is that 
everybody’s vote is the same, and every electorate should have the same number of voters; therefore, country 
people will lose their local member of Parliament.  Do they say, “Bad luck.  It will happen.  Sorry”?  Eight seats 
will go to the city.  There will be more representation and more political power in the city, and less for country 
people.  Do members think country people will like that?  Will they say, “Thank goodness for our saviours 
coming in the bus to save us from ourselves and from representation”?  There is another issue.  It is called 
equality of representation and fair representation for people who live in the bush.   

Hon Adele Farina:  Despite all the advertising during the last election campaign on this issue, you lost country 
seats.   
Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Does Hon Adele Farina know why?  Like everything else at the last election, we did 
not sell our message in that regard very well at all.  That is why I sit over here and Hon Adele Farina is on that 
side of the House.  Do not worry about it now: country people know all about members opposite, just as people 
know all about them in the southern suburbs and what is being done to that road system.  The voters will punish 
the Government.  It will start in the Kimberley.  I guarantee now that the member for Kimberley is a one-termer.  
Who have the people of the Pilbara got as a Labor candidate?  He is a recycled Legislative Council minister who 
cannot keep his seat because of some crazy rule in the Labor Party about who can and cannot be in this place.  
He is to be replaced by Kevin Reynold’s wife to represent the Mining and Pastoral Region.  Tom Stephens is to 
be trotted out in the Pilbara.  Hon Kim Chance claims it is a red seat.  It is not a red seat.  Talk to the person who 
occupies that seat right now.  He is not a red person any more.   
Hon Kim Chance:  He was when he won it.  I was counting when people voted for it.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  He is not now.  He won it as an Independent.  He won with an overwhelming vote, as 
the Leader of the House knows.   
I suggest to the Leader of the House that Hon Tom Stephens will finish his parliamentary career at the next state 
election.  That is a rough outside prospect.  He reckons it is an easy seat and spends all his time at Port Hedland.  
He criticises me by saying that I do not go to my electorate often enough.  He makes smart remarks such as that.  
In his case, he would be better off if he did not go to his electorate.  Every time he sets foot in Port Hedland and 
Tom Price people say, “What are you doing here?  Why are you saying things like the Port Hedland council has 
managed to come out with its budget in surplus?”  He congratulated the council, but it had to cut three-quarters 
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of its capital works budget because Hon Tom Stephens would not help it out.  He made a big deal in Port 
Hedland about how the council had sorted out its budgetary problems, but it had to cut its capital works program 
because the Government would not help it.  He thought he was doing a good thing!  They told him, “Don’t come 
back here again, Tom.  With guys like you to help us, who needs enemies?”   
I move to the electorate of Burrup.  What about the Speaker?  What did he say at the last election?  He said on 
television - I saw it, but I regrettably do not have a copy - that he would resign at the next election if the Tom 
Price-Karratha road was not finished in the first term of this Government.  That meant sealing the road from 
Tom Price to Karratha.  Everybody knows that that road has not been finished.  Everybody knows what the 
Speaker said.  Everybody is waiting with bated breath to hear him say that he will stick by his word and will not 
stand again.  Everyone is waiting for that, but it has not happened; he is standing for the seat of North West 
Coastal.  He will get done over there too.  He will not win that seat.  There is not a hope in the world of that.   

Then there is the electorate of Eyre, which covers a vast area of the State.  That is notionally a very safe Labor 
seat.  However, the Labor Party should not hold its breath.  The people are awake to what the Labor Party is 
about.  They know full well that the Government could not care less about the country.  When they hear the term 
“Country Labor” they nearly choke on their Weet-Bix, because it is an absolute contradiction in terms.  The 
words “country” and “Labor” just do not go together. 

Hon Kim Chance:  Nonsense!  Didn’t you hear what I just said?  We hold all the seats!   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  The Government does not hold all the seats.  It might hold a vast quantity of the 
landmass of Western Australia.  Given a choice, it would make those areas even bigger by making the seats even 
bigger.  It wants to take eight seats out of the country.  The ones left would get bigger and bigger, and the ones in 
the city would get smaller and smaller.  That is what the Government wants.  It is telling the people out there that 
it is good for them.   

Hon Kim Chance:  With our proposal your seat would not have lost any members.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  My seat would not have done?  It was not the proposal of the Government; it was a 
deal it did with the Greens (WA) that made the difference.  The Leader of the House should not give me that 
tripe! 

Hon Kim Chance:  Our collective proposal, if you like.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  The Leader of the House knows full well what the Government had in mind for the 
upper House. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I was being expansive when I said “our”.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  That is exactly right.  The memory of the Leader of the House is a bit average at the 
moment.  At this time of night, I do not blame him.  He should not give us that.  The Labor Party took its plan 
for country Western Australia to the last election and won.  That plan was to take eight seats from the Legislative 
Assembly and about four members from the Legislative Council.   

Hon Barry House:  Their candidates were saying that that was porky pies.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  The member for Eyre, one of the leading lights of Country Labor, John Bowler- he is 
a good guy in my view - said before the last election that under no circumstances would he put up his hand for 
one vote, one value.  That is what he told the people of Eyre before the last election.  He said that he was 
opposed to one vote, one value and to taking away representation from country electorates.  He said he was 
opposed to those things and would not vote for them.  He said that he would stand up in Caucus and vote against 
it, and that he would vote against it in the House.  What happened with Mr Bowler?  He had to toe the party line.  
He was not given the capacity to take a different point of view.  The people of Eyre know that.  The people of 
Kalgoorlie know that.  He will be held accountable the next time round.   

Tonight was a very interesting occasion.  It was one of those great occasions that occurs from time to time in this 
Chamber when the person who is making a speech should be seriously blushing but is not, and then somebody 
who has a great sense of humour responds.  That makes life much more enjoyable.  
 


